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“Kids Creating Peace” opened
in Vista del Monte Elemen-
tary School on October 18",
for all 31 fifth graders in the
school’s After School Educa-
tion and Safety Program .

ASES serves children from
low-income families, where
one or both parents work.
single parents.
Most are not fully proficient
in English. These conditions

Some are

can cause stress for everyone
in the family.

Even so, at our first Session,
the kids were lively and inter-
ested. We opened with the
first Core Principle for Living
in Peace: empathy. Active as
they are, even restless, the
kids were transfixed by a
video of Japanese kids their
age sharing experiences of
losing a loved one. Our kids
wrote their own experiences
of loss in the journals we
gave them. Then several read
their entries aloud, while the
others quietly listened.

Each Session offers an oppor-
tunity like this: to try out
ways of presenting that en-
gage the kids and invite them
to contribute. And they are
accepting the invitation.

The Core Principles for Living
in Peace are the foundation
of the KCP program. Its pre-
emptive approach gives kids

the understanding and skills
to cooperate, treat
other with respect, and cre-
ate together. If disagree-
ments arise, the kids under-
stand how to resolve them,
without going to conflict. In
all these ways, KCP provides a
strong foundation for class-
rooms without distractions,
where kids can truly learn
and grow.

This makes KCP highly rele-
vant to conditions so many
schools nationwide face to-
day — bullying being the most
visible symptom of their diffi-

culties. Read more pg 2
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OVP welcomes Carol Lang to our KCP team!

- OVP s

de-
lighted to an-
nounce the

timely addition
of Carol Lang,
MA. Ed. who is
one of KCP’s Program Writers
and Facilitators. Recently

retired from over 25 yrs as an
elementary school teacher,
Carol is studied in theater,
dance and the arts. She
brings a lightness and playful-
ness to our program’s weekly
sessions. You can learn more
about Carol and the rest of

our KCP team on our website
by clicking Here
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http://www.onevoiceofpeace.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=74&Itemid=68
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=armP8TfS9Is&list=PL7255F22DA5B13042&index=6&feature=plpp_video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duvXpJ3e6KE&list=PL7255F22DA5B13042&index=22&feature=plpp_video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xy1gp3F5NhY&list=PL7255F22DA5B13042&index=21&feature=plpp_video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jywzEC_b7UI&list=PL7255F22DA5B13042&index=20&feature=plpp_video

Introducing Kids Creating Peace ~

Pil ot

Program

(Cont 6d

Because of KCP’s strong alternative ap-
proach, high-level administrators in the
school district brought us to Joe Scudder
last Spring. As principal of Vista del
Monte, he’s become a strong advocate
for KCP. With his support, all the
school’s teachers came to hear about
the program before school started this
fall.

Questionnaires they completed in ad-
vance confirmed the disruption in their
classes:  texting, interrupting, name-
calling. They see that KCP can reduce or
end those behaviors. Some teachers
have said they want the program in their
classroom soon. Principal Scudder is
looking at a time for his teachers to at-
tend a workshop on the Core Principles.

A major reason for strong educator sup-
port is the priority KCP gives to parent
involvement. Joe enlisted two Hispanic
fathers, who translate for our parents’

meetings, for our written invitations and
hand-outs and make phone calls encour-
aging parent involvement. Many com-
pleted a questionnaire on their concerns
for their children.

As busy as they are, almost half the kids’
parents came to hear us introduce KCP,
a week before it began. Principal Joe
Scudder also spoke: "School today has to
be mostly about academics. But Kids
Creating Peace nurtures the whole child.
We want that for all our children.”

That goal is ours, as well. We are devel-
oping plans for expanding KCP to lower
grades (K through 4) and higher ones (6
through 12). Our ASES sponsor would
like to have KCP in all 20 of the schools it
serves in Coachella Valley.

So our presence in Vista del Monte is
only a beginning. A strong one — which
we intend to support through videos

(each Session is being filmed) and com-
parison of questionnaires before and
after the pilot, from students, teachers,
and parents, that will vividly demon-
strate: this program works!

Meet our Social Media Director ~ Marko Milbourne

Marko also spe-
cializes in music
production and web development, and is
an amazing national award-winning

vocalist.
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Being a child who grew up feeling like |
didn’t fit in for many reasons, joining the
team of One Voice of Peace has been a
great movement in my life.

Children who bully often face issues and
feelings of insecurity. If kids could just

Y|

realize they are unique in their own spe-
cial way and learn to embrace the differ-
ences of others, they might realize how
much easier life is to manage and feel
safe and secure.

Once | identified with my love of music
and focused on that, | gained the respect
of my classmates. They saw not only was
| comfortable in my skin, but also very
successful in my high school years.

| am now a national award — winning
vocalist and am writing inspirational
V\rlnlusr'c ghat gprpergtesguy‘dipg{rﬁsFages
not only to our youth but to all people.

| ask kids to remember: It’s easier to let
down the walls and be true to who you
are than fight to keep them up in protec-
tion from your fears.

Thanks to you all for passing this mes-
sage on to our youth as well as their par-
ents, as they are the leaders of our to-
MOorrow .

If you see someone who is struggling to
make friends or being bullied because
they don’t have many friends or because
they are shy, not as pretty or not
dressed in the most “in“ style, or don’t
smile at others in the hallway. You never
know what that person might be facing
outside of school. Your kindness might
just make a big difference in

someone’s life!

Marko Milbourne of Palm Springs is a
Web designer and volunteer for Kids
Creating Peace. Visit his website
www.theserenader.conor e-mail him
at marko@m2mediadesigns.com
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Next steps: 0 Me di a

and Arts

Creat.

ng Peacebod

OVP’s original plan included a program
offering alternatives to what is found in
commercial television, movies,
games, and in most of our sports. All
too many glorify violence. Perhaps not
intentionally. But violence does sell! It
attracts a viewer, who then buys the
sponsored products.

video

But what are other effects of media vio-
lence?

Media reach almost all parts of our
world. They provide information. They
stir up emotion. What they show — in-
cluding violence, by its constant pres-
ence -- is accepted as being “the way it
is.”

Media also motivates people to act, as
events in the Middle East this last year
prove. One reason the demonstrations
have spread so widely is that more and
more people, world-wide, feel our com-
mon humanity: we are more connected
than separate. We can get along, not
fight. Energy spent on fighting is better
used on creating in ways that serve
many. Not to mention saving many lives
now lost.

Our program draws on this sense of con-
nection, adding what too many in media
leave out: the universal human capacity
for generosity, mutual assistance, and
respect for life. Our Media and Arts pro-
fessionals will create projects and prod-

ucts affirming those qualities. Through
these, they’ll do far more for kids that
are now lured into video games, or for
adults now using extreme drama and
extreme contact ‘sports’ as alternatives
to stress or boredom.

How will we make this course correc-
tion?

Find allies in the news and entertain-
ment industry. Provide a means to ad-
vance coalitions within these industries
so we/they can replace violent content
and imagery with ones that reflect the
best of the human spirit.

Invite leaders in key parts of society -
education, finance and business, govern-
ment, religious organizations, and the
law to contribute their influence and
experience in transforming the quality of
images, ideas and language that under-
mine a civil society.

Where will we do this? We have many
playing fields such as:

Children’s toys, storybooks, textbooks,
TV and movies. Video games. Popular
music of all genres. Television and en-
tertainment shows, televised and
printed news, Social networks, and also
film and video for theatrical release.
Choose the one(s) you love best, and
join us!

At OVP, we are open to how we effect
change in our collective story. We're

open to your ideas. Step forward to help
the co-creation!

One of our “team” has done just that.
Marko Milbourne, gifted musician, and
our website designer, has volunteered to
be part of the team that launches the
first initiatives of Arts & Media Creating
Peace.

Marko’s already speaking up. His origi-
nal FaceBook entry, “Don’t Let Bullies
Rule the School”, was available in our
local Desert Sun, reaching thousands of
our Valley residents. We've reprinted it
here.

Now that you know Marko, join him!
And the rest of us!

Get involved!

Contact us with your ideas,

suggestions or willingness to assist us in
our mission by joining your voice with
ours. Email us or become a Co-creator
of Peace by registering on our website

and filling out the OVP Advocate form.
CLICK HERE to register.

Or email us at:

info@onevoiceof peace.org

This is your

opportunity t

o add your Ot

** Well,...actually, if each of you would
go to our website and kick in a few bucks
(or more), you can be a part of some-
thing that is, and will continue to change
the culture of our educational system by
teaching the “whole child’.

Please, if you will take a few minutes and
assist with either a recurring or a one-
time tax-deductable gift, you will be add-

ing to the many friends we have around
the world who know what we are about;
that we stand for authenticity and speak
and create Peace for as many as we can
touch. Please help now! Our OVP and
KCP team has been supporting our mis-
sion with several thousand volunteered
hours to get us this far.

CLICK HERE TO PARTICIPATE

Or mail checks or M.O. to:
ONE VOICE OF PEACE

522 S. SUNRISE WAY, SUITE 32
PALM SPRINGS, CA 92264

info@onevoiceofpeace.org
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